
March 20, 1950 

nr. Srich Seligmann 
Bepartasnt of Bacteriology Q Sar&logy 
Beth Israel Hoopltal 
Stuyvesant Park East 
Rtm York 3, Mew York 

Dear Dr. Ssfi,~mri~: 

Thank you for the two cultures of ccliform bacteria vchioh 
you sent m 80m time ago. I hope tc continue study of these 
orgmisma but 30 far I have not been able to observe the 
variation from lactose-positive to J.aotose-negative that you 
t?escribe BE occu.rrfng in viva, and rarely in vitro. x Psalize, 
however, from yowdescri~tion that thin will be an Znfmquent 
occurrarxe. Lentil a mare poeftive result can be obttiined it 
will be diffiuult to determine whether this variation represents 
a segregation ur a mutation. 

In my hands, both of these ut&turos appear to be negative 
or v0ry slow on 3ryloss, although mutAtiona to xylose-positive 
do ticcur. 1s thie experience Ln aocord with your oxn? I had 
the impression that the lactose-nogntive variant obtained in 
eivo had simlMwou~1y aoquired &&e capacity to fernent xylose,. 

Singerely yours, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Aasietant I-lrsf. of Genatice 


